REPUDIATION AT THE POLLS                               209
Fernando solaced himself by financing Douglas's senatorial campaign
whilst professing great loyalty to the President.10 As Wood relaxed none
of his efforts, Sickles particularly became nervous. He asked Buchanan
to buy off his competitor, Williamson, with an office for a relative, and
permit soldiers from Governors Island to come over to Manhattan and
vote. Buchanan would do neither; he simply urged Schell to be fair
with the patronage and Wood to remember that he wanted Sickles re-
elected. Schell, at least, prepared to subsidize some of the precinct
workers, with places on the customhouse pay roll at election time and
with ten-dollar fees for services certainly not rendered on the docks. Two
facts became obvious: that no one was in command of the New York
situation, and that the prospects of the Democratic delegation were
extremely dubious.11
IV
Across the mountains in Ohio a third large bloc of seats was at stake.
The Democracy held nine of the state's twenty-one. Six of these were in
districts opposite Kentucky and Virginia, where Cincinnati was the
Democratic headquarters. Two were in the center of the state, includ-
ing the capital, Columbus. Only one lay in the northern, Cleveland,
region. Party fortunes late in 1857 had seemed bright, with the Re-
publican state treasurer proved a defaulter and with Henry B. Payne,
friend of Douglas, coming within fifteen hundred votes of defeating
Republican Governor Chase for reelection. Also the legislature had gone
Democratic.
The party itself was led by a combination of newspaper editors and
federal officeholders, with Senator Pugh of Cincinnati as titular chief.
At Cincinnati, McLean's Enquirer was edited by James J. Faran. At
Columbus Samuel Medary was proprietor of the official organ, the Ohio
Statesman, until Buchanan made him governor of Minnesota; then he
sold the paper to James Smith, who was financed by Thomas Miller,
the postmaster. At Cleveland, Payne's home town, J. W. Gray edited the
Plain Dealer and held the commission as postmaster; he and Smith
managed the appointments of postmasters in their regions.
The congressional session of 1857-1858 wrecked this promising set-up,